
We have two business 
sponsors this year, Fays 
Marina and Hubers Marina.   

I would like to thank ALL 
of our volunteers and 
members for making this a 
great year.  We could not 
have done it with out you!      

As I sit on my deck and 
watch the birds flying in 
formation and heading 
south, I am also reminded 
that many of our friends and 
neighbors will also soon be 
flying south for the winter.  
Let’s get together one last 
time this year to celebrate 
the lake that brings us 
together as friends and 
neighbors.  Join us at the 
Holiday Party on November 
10th at the La Porte Yacht 
Club.   

 

Theresa 
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As I sit on my deck and enjoy 
the colors of fall reflecting on 
Pine Lake, I also reflect on what a 
great year (and Summer) this has 
been for LALA.   

We have had guest speakers 
from the EPA and DNR who have 
educated us that there is so much 
more to this lake than just a 
pretty view.  Our first Venetian 
Night was a success thanks to 
Julie Berry and committee 
members.  Paul Thode coordinated 
the lake clean up project again. 
Kevin McKinney hauled away all 
the trash that volunteers 
members removed.  Thanks also to 
Omni Entertainment Systems, Inc. 
for donating a dumpster.  

Sue Heikes coordinated 
another successful weed 
treatment program for Pine Lake 
and Donna Pouzar has improved 
and refreshed our newsletter.   

LALA is more actively involved 
in the community through the La 
Porte Parks and Recreation Board.  
The community is also showing an 
interest in LALA, and the La Porte 
Herald Argus has covered our 
events (articles and stories)!   

FR OM THE P R ES 

 
CLEAR LAKE 

 
FISHTRAP LAKE 

 
LILY LAKE 

 
LOWER LAKE 

 
PINE LAKE 

 
STONE LAKE 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
See us at: 

www.laportelakes.com 



L A P O R T E  A R E A   
L A K E  A S S O C I A T I O N  

2 0 0 7  O F F I C E R S  
 
President: Theresa McKinney 
 219-898-0410 
 
Vice Pres: Julie Berry 
 312-375-0756 
 
Secretary: Cheri Thomas 
 219-789-2786 
 
Treasurer: Sue Heikes 
 219-324-2058 
 

Support Your 
Association 

 
 
 
The Association is made 
up of mostly of lake 
residents and local 
businesses. 
 
As a volunteer 
organization, we are 
always looking for people 
to volunteer to work on 
our committees. 
 
We also depend on  our 
membership to alert the 
board of things going on 
around the lake.  
 
If you see something 
going on in your 
neighborhood that you 
feel warrants 
investigation, contact a 
board member.  
 
If you have an interesting 
story to share with the 
membership, please 
contact a board member,  
a committee chairperson 
if it pertains to a 
particular event, or our 
Newsletter Editor. 
 
If you would like to help 
on a committee, please 
contact either a board 
member or the 
Committee Chairperson 
for that particular event. 
 
 

Committee Coordinators 
 
Engineering Committee ___ Jay Pouzar 
 
Holiday Party __________ Sue Heikes 
______________________ Donna Pouzar 
 
LARE Grant ___________ Sue Heikes 
______________________ Jay Pouzar 
 
Lake Clean Up__________ Paul Thode 
 
Membership____________ Stephanie Skwait 
 
Newsletter _____________ Donna Pouzar 
 
Venetian Night__________ Julie Berry 
 
 
Weed Control __________ Sue Heikes 
 
 
Website _______________ Julie Berry 

Next General 
Meeting 

 
Holiday Party 

Saturday 
 

 Nov. 10 
6:00 p.m. 

 
Election of 
Officers 

 
LaPorte 

Yacht Club 
 
Details on Page 8 
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The Sept 20, 2007 meeting of the LALA was 
held at the La Porte Yacht Club. Members and 
the public were in invited to attend this meeting, 
which focused solely on the LARE grant and the 
weed situation. Total attendance was 28. 

President Theresa McKinney called the 
meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. Members said the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

President Theresa, introduced guest speaker 
Nate Long from Aquatic Control and additional 
guests Gwen White, Aquatic Biologist from 
Indiana Depart. Of Natural Resources, and 
Casey Sullivan from Parks and Recreation. 

There was an introduction of officers and two 
new members. There was a brief treasures report 
from treasurer Sue Heikes. 

Nate Long started out the meeting by 
distributing informative handouts and survey 
forms. He reported that the grant this year was 
given to the City of La Porte so that other La 
Porte area lakes could be included in the LARE 
Program. He mentioned that from the 2007 grant, 
$9000 was spent for treatment and that $4,500 
was used for planning. He did a power point 
presentation that coordinated with his hand out 
literature. Subject areas covered: 

 
∗ Aquatic Plant Ecology Review 
∗ Plant Ecology Continued 
∗ Eurasian Watermilfoil 
∗ Curlyleaf Pondweed 
∗ Purple Loosestrife 
∗ Hydrilla 
∗ Plant Survey 

Minutes from the July Meeting 
 ∗ Clear Lake 

∗ Lily Lake 
∗ Stone Lake 
∗ Pine Lake 

 
After Nate’s report, members and the public 

asked the following questions: 

 
Has the  phosphate level  in Pine Lake 
been checked?  
No, it has not, and it was reported that if you have 
a green lawn that it makes a green lake also.  The 
fertilizer run-off makes vegetation grow in the 
lake. Lake property owners should be using a 
fertilizer such as TruGreen Chemlawn to avoid 
damaging run-off. Make sure the middle number, 
which is Phosphorous, is 0. 
 
Is Aquat ic Control  w as a pr ivate or 
governmental  com pany? 
It is a private owned and operated company. 
They have to bid against other companies to get 
their work (jobs). 
 
Clear Lake has a lot of potential, but it has a 
great amount of Milfoil. Maybe sonar treatment 
will kill the Milfoil and that they could add native 
vegetation later. It was mentioned that Clear Lake 
is an all-natural lake. It is not fertilized around the 
perimeter and that they have cut the mowing to 
half of the amount.  There are discharges going 
into the lake that need to be addressed. 
 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4)  
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It was discussed that it would be good to educate 
boaters and the public about Eurasian Milfoil 
control. Boaters should be encouraged to remove 
weeds from their boats before launching and 
possibly institute some type of regulatory 
control. Having an ‘herbicide’ kill zone’ around 
the boat launching area was also discussed.  
 
Gwen White, Aquatic Biologist from Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources reported that 
they sign the checks for the grants but that the 
association does the actual work.  She also 
stated that part of your boat sticker fees goes 
toward the LARE Grant. 
 
The question was asked that if the lake drops 
below its legal level does that lower property 
values and does that portion of land become 
public property?  It was determined that the 
property does become public. However, if this is a 
cyclical problem it won’t always be public 
property. 
 
At the conclusion of Nate’s presentation there 
was a short break before the general business 
meeting began. 
 
Theresa McKinney recalled the meeting to order. 
There was another introduction of officers. 
Donna Pouzar asked for volunteers for a 
nominating committee. She indicated that the 
offices of Secretary and Vice President were 
open for the 2007-08 year.  Sue Heikes always 
filled the Treasurer’s office and Ed Skwiat asked 

if all offices were open and if you could run for 
any office. Sue Heikes said that any member can 
run for any office except President because it 
was stated in our by laws that the Vice President 
will take the office of president the following year.  
 
Dan and Kathy Balich and Lou and Donna 
Panozzo volunteered to be the Nominating 
Committee. 
 
Legislative Committee 
Dan Balich reported that the Legislative 
Committee lost two members due to personal 
reasons. He also noted that since a member from 
this committee is required to attend the monthly 
Park Board meetings he indicated that it would be 
a good idea that members on the committee lived 
in La Porte permanently.  
 
Vice President, Julie Berry reiterated what Nate 
Long had shared; that Pine Lake is the most 
pristine lake in the state of Indiana. She stated 
that the Association needs to get involved with all 
area lakes and not just focus on Pine. She 
brought up the to have a strong intelligent voice 
to represent LALA at state conferences in order 
to have a positive impact in the community.  She 
acknowledged that she was to become President 
in 2008 but admits she is not that “strong voice.” 
She encouraged others who have the education 
and background to step-up and get involved on 
the board in 2008.  We have lots of new members 
and seasoned members are getting reenergized to 
offer their assistance once again.  Berry indicated 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5)  
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WELCOME ABOARD! 
 

NEW SPONSORS 
 

Fay’s Marina 
Huber’s Marina 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
Rick Brown  LP CTY MS4 

Coordinator 
Jim Brown 

 Bryon and Karia Eigenmann 
Bob and Joyce Gius 

Stephen and Karen Lanigan 
Mark and Peggy Nelson 

North Shre Condo H O Assn. 
Jeff ad Ariele Sax 

Tom Thompson 
 
 

her strength is in event planning and fundraising 
and she will continue to update the website. She 
also mentioned that the Association needs to 
research additional grants available and hire a 
grant writer. 
 
One member agreed that we need a grant writer 
and that we’re not capitalizing on what we have 
and that we don’t know what we have.   
Sue Heikes said that even though we applied for 
the grant money before the city got involved, that 
we should stick with the city because they would 
get large dollar amounts.   Pine Lake got $9000 
of the $11000 from this grant. Stone Lake did not 
receive any funds even though Stone Lake is 
within city limits. 
 
Julie Berry announced the date of the next Park 
Board meeting is Wednesday, October 10th.  She 
said she will be contacting the Park Board to get 
the Association on their agenda so we can get the 
ball rolling for the following future events: 
 

∗ February 2008 Chili Cook Off Cummings 
Lodge  

∗ Aug 30, 2008Venetian night Cummings 
Lodge (tentative date) 

∗ Sept 6, 2008 Venetian Festival (tentative 
date) 

 
Venetian Night-2008 
Julie announced there will be a 2008 Venetian 
Night planning meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
October 27th at the La Porte Yacht Club.  Anyone 

who would like to volunteer to work on next year’s 
committee is invited to attend. If any member has 
any ideas, suggestions to please send them to 
Julie. She also reminded members to check out 
our website to see where you can help.  
www.laportelakes.com.  UPDATE: Meeting was 
cancelled and will be rescheduled. Check our 
website for more information. 
 
President Theresa McKinney adjourned the 
meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Stephanie Skwiat, in absence of our Secretary 
Cheri Thomas 
 

 

Page 5 of 8 LaPorte Area Lake Association 



SEPTEMBER  
 

 7 Larry Wheeler  12 Greg Swanson 
 9 Joe Biberstine  15 Cathy Ake 
 10 Diane Kulaski  18 Jay Sprecher 
  John Neary  19 Bob Zinkel 
 12 Bill Wolf  21 Rich Niegos 
 16 Lars Kneller  22 Donna Pouzar 
 17 Warren Attar  28 Gerry O’Connor 
 19 Beverly Grybas  30 Diane Kozicki 
 22 Jim  Laskarin  31 Deb Jonas 
 26 Kelly Daisy   

    NOVEMBER 
OCTOBER  4 Maureen Nierengarten 
 1 Pam Renkowitz  7 Shirley Bowman 
2 Janet Folgersong 9 Jerry Fedorchak, Jr. 
  James Simmons  10 Dale Staska 
 3 Judy Wilmington 11 Mike Compobasso 
 4 William Ash   Mary McDermott 
  Jerry Johnson  17 Michelle  ? 
  Rex Schmaltz  20 Laura  Conroy 
 5 Jerry Smith  28 Bert Wilmington 
 6 Susan Smith  30 Jeff Johnson 
  Denise Johnson 

 8 Ron Caddo orrical  

 
November 10th – Holiday Party at the Yacht Club 

6:00 PM - General Meeting-Election of 2008 Officers 
6:30 - 8 PM Holiday Party Benefiting 
 La Porte's Food Pantry   
*Admission - Bring a non-perishable food items 
**Cash Bar - 5:00 PM - 11:00 PM         
***RSVP - Sue Heikes - 324-2058 
   by November 3rd, 2007 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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The LaPorte Area Lake Association was formed in 1965 and is a volunteer organization, comprised of businesses and 
residents, both on the lakes and surrounding neighborhoods, who are concerned about the quality and health of our lakes. 

 
To ensure continued enjoyment of these lakes, the LaPorte Area Lake Association monitors issues and problems that 

could affect everything and everyone that uses these lakes from recreational activity to native wildlife.  The Association 
supports; Clear Lake, Fishtrap Lake, Lily Lake, Lower Lake, Pine Lake and Stone Lake. For more information or 

membership visit; www.LaPorteLakes.com 

About Our Organization… 

L a P o r t e  A r e a   
L a k e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

2007 Dues Renewal Membership Form 
YEARLY DUES: $25.00 

 
 

 
Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: __________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
City: ______________________State____________Zip________ 
 
Telephone: Home:_______________________  
 
 Cell phone:___________________  
 
 Work: _______________________  
 
Birthday (no year, please, just month and day ) 
 
Name: ___________________  Month ________ Day_________ 
 
Name: ___________________ _Month_________Day__________ 
 
Out of state address (if applicable) 
 
Address: ______________________________________________  
 
City: ____________________ State____________Zip_________ 
 
Telephone: ____________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: _________________________________________ 
 
 
_____I WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER 

VIA E-MAIL 

I would like to volunteer 
to work on: 

 
_______Membership 
 
_______Lake Clean Up 
 
_______Weed Control 
 
_______Holiday Party 
 
_______Newsletter 
 
_______Website 
 
 

 
Return this form with your check 

payable to: 
 

LaPorte Area Lake Assn., Inc. 
P.O. Box 324 

LaPorte, Indiana 46352  
 
 

MAILING AND E-MAILING ADDRESSES 
WILL NEVER BE SHARED OR SOLD 

BEYOND OUR MEMBERSHIP 
DIRECTORY. WE WILL PROTECT THE 

PRIVACY OF OUR MEMBERS. 
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The La Porte Area Lake 

Association 
cordially invites you to our 

 

Annual Holiday Benefit Dinner Party 
and 

Election of 2008 Officers 
 

Date Saturday, November 10, 2006 
Time 6:00P until 11:00P 
Place LaPorte Yacht Club 
 
General Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Cash Bar 5:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

  

Admission:    Non-perishable food items 
Donations go to the La Porte Food Pantry 

 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
 

 RSVP: Sue Heikes 
  324-2058 
 By: November 7, 2007 

 
 

Non-members are welcome and may join 
the Lake Association at the door for 
$25.00. If you know someone who would 
like to join, please bring him or her along! 
 
Donations will be distributed to needy 
families in the La Porte area thanks to the 

Food Pantry. We hope you will join us again this year in helping those who are less 
fortunate have a more joyous and memorable holiday. 
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